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Summary

• Daesh published four news reports on its attacks 
in Syria—this is five fewer than were reported last 
week and ten fewer than the week before that. Notably, 
the aggregated statistics published in Daesh-Central’s 
newspaper al-Naba’ accounted for one additional attack. 
Last week, five additional attacks were included in the 
al-Naba’ count. The reason for this discrepancy was 
that Daesh published a number of retrospective claims 
for attacks that were reported in its newspaper but not 
individually.

• Fig. I shows that Daesh’s claims were spread fairly evenly 
across the week in question, with reports specifying the 
number of confirmed kills for each attack appearing only 
on 26 February. From a lethality perspective, Daesh’s 
reported attacks were less impactful than they were last 
week, causing just 0.5 deaths per attack on average. 

• Fig. II shows that, after climbing in the first three weeks 
of December and then dipping slightly in mid-February 
before once more accelerating, Daesh attack reporting 
has dropped precipitously. Last week, it was at levels 
higher than those reported across most of the last 
four months of 2020, so this latest downturn could be 
explained by its cells’ needing to undergo an operational 
refit ahead of future campaigns. 

• Fig. III shows that Daesh’s attacks reportedly occurred in 
northeast Syria, with all four attacks targeting the Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF) and its allies in Deir Ezzor, 
Raqqa and Hasakeh governorates. No attacks hit the 
Syrian Arab Army (SAA), and no attacks were reported, 
for a change, from Homs or Hama governorates. 

• From a comms perspective, Daesh-Central devoted one 
page of al-Naba’ to Syria but published no photo-reports 
or video footage. This is broadly in line with how it usually 
reports on its Syria activities.
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Fig. I Daesh attacks (red) and kills (yellow) 26 February – 4 March.

Fig. III Key stats and geographic distribution of attacks in Syria.

Fig. II Daesh attacks (red) in Syria in the last 12 weeks.
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